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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 22nd May, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors June Harrison 

 

Apologies Jean Battle, Tony Dobson, Stewart Eaves and Joyce Plummer 

  

 
131 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Eaves, Battle, Dobson and 
Plummer. 
 

132 Declarations of Interest 
 
No declarations of interest were submitted at the meeting. 
 

133 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 27th March 2017 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 27th March 
2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

134 Housing Renewal Funding 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report to provide the Panel with 
details of the outturn of the 2016/17 Housing Renewal Programme and to report on the 
progress and funding to be carried forward for the Housing Renewal Programme for 
2016/17 which forms the programme for 2017/18.  She reported on the amount spent and 
the budget carried forward and referred Members to 3.2 of the report which showed a 
break-down of spend on projects.  She also pointed out that details of individual projects 
could be found on page 6 of the report and that the Lower Woodnook project was currently 
going out to tender.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that negotiations had started with the 
owners of a property on Pendle Street.   

Resolved (1) That the report on the outturn of the 2016/17 Housing 
Renewal Programme be noted;   

 (2) That the Panel noted that funding would be carried 
forward for the Housing Renewal Programme for 
2016/17 which formed the programme for 2017/18; and 

 (3) That progress with the 2017/18 Housing Renewal 
Programme be noted.  
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135 Woodnook Update 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report to update the Panel on 
progress with the Woodnook regeneration project.  She reported that PlaceFirst were in the 
process of renting out most properties and that legal issues had been resolved in respect of 
the two remaining properties on Royds Street and Augusta Street.  She reported that 
PlaceFirst were now renting out properties and pointed out that a show home was now 
available.  
 
Members requested that she contacted PlaceFirst to request an analysis of tenancy 
turnovers.   
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer reported that works were now completed on the 
public realm on the Booth Street Gardens and Priestley Nook.  She informed the Panel that 
funding had been approved for improvement works to Lower Woodnook which included 
face lifting works on the front elevations.  She reported on a number of other improvements 
planned for the area.   

Resolved (1) That the report be noted; and 

 (2) That the HMR Programme Monitoring Officer contacts 
PlaceFirst to request an analysis of tenancy turnovers. 

 
136 Town Centre and Markets 

 
The Town Centre Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on issues surrounding 
Accrington Town Centre and Markets.  She informed the Panel that the Markets and Town 
Centre Team had passed on their condolences to the partner of Evonne Harwood who had 
passed away suddenly.  She reported that the Council intended to continue with the 
Dickensian Evening and gave details of progress with the former M & S unit which had 
employed nine staff and was popular with customers.  She reported that there had been 
discussions about changing the route of the Accrington Carnival but pointed out that 
nothing had yet been agreed.  The Panel were informed that they had planned a ‘Love 
Market’ campaign stand at the Great Harwood cultural show and if successful would use 
this strategy at future shows.  She explained that the campaign was to encourage young 
people to take up market stalls.  Discussions were held regarding the best way to 
encourage young people to become market traders including promotions in 
schools/colleges and holding youth markets.        
 
The Regeneration and Property Manager reported that planning permission had been 
granted in February for the Town Heritage Initiative and pointed out that the trees, located 
adjacent to the Market, had been felled.  She referred to the feedback from the consultation 
and reported that they would be working with Lancashire County Council on the 
procurement and project management of the town square.  She reported that Heritage 
Lottery funding would be used to fund the public realm and that a legal agreement had 
been obtained with Lancashire County Council to enable the Council to carry out works on 
the highways.  She indicated that a report would be submitted to Cabinet detailing this 
agreement.  She reported that works should begin in July 2017 but pointed out that there 
were still a number of issues to be resolved including encouraging more shops to use the 
grants on offer and holding the second phase of the Amazing Accrington film.  She 
informed the Panel that once everything was in place the project would commence. 

Resolved - That the report be noted. 
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137 Housing and Environmental Standards 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to the land and buildings 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the period 1 March to 30 April 2017.  He 
reported that 37 sites had been restored through interventions and provided an update on 
actions to date on 39 sites and pointed out that 28 new cases had been reported during this 
period.  He informed the Panel that two prosecution cases for non-compliance with 
enforcement notices had been heard by the court.  He gave details of several cases which 
had resulted in a positive impact on the amenity including improvements to St. James’ 
Church and the removal of litter at the bottom of Manchester Road with the subsequent 
replacement of a litter bin for a larger bin.   
 
Members acknowledged the success of the improvements on the amenity of the area. 

Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

138 Enforced Sales 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to inform the Panel of the work 
undertaken by the Environmental Protection Team to improve derelict empty properties by 
works in default.  He also outlined how the Enforces Sales Procedure could be used to 
recover debts and force a change in ownership and provided an update on specific cases 
where the procedure had been used.   He explained that the Council do take action and 
recover costs when required.  He referred Members to the table in the report which gave 
examples of empty properties where the Enforced Sales Procedure had been used to 
recover debts arising from works in default.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing explained that the legal process for recovering 
costs for works in default was complex but a valuable tool which the Council would continue 
to use.  He pointed out that issues often arose because properties were not registered by 
their owners and changed hands regularly.   
 
The Environmental Protection Manager referred to the problems of long term empty 
properties and explained that these were referred to Council Tax as a sale could be 
enforced if no Council Tax payments were received by the Council.   

Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

139 Housing Enforcement Policy 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to inform the Panel about a 
proposal to introduce a new Enforcement Policy for Private Sector Housing.   He explained 
that the old Policy was seven years old and out of date and outlined the benefits of the new 
Policy for the Council.  He also referred to how the report set out how the council would 
implement new enforcement powers including the use of civil penalties for private housing 
offences and other regulatory functions.   
 
He reported that the Policy would relate to private sector housing only and mainly rented 
accommodation and informed the Panel that there was now a national database of 
landlords which could be shared and used to eliminate rogue landlords. 

 Resolved - That the report be noted. 
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140 Increasing Housing Supply 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing development across the Borough.  He reported that they had been 
successful in securing funding for a masterplan and delivery strategy for the Huncoat 
Housing Zone which would enable the site to be developed with a mix of employment and 
housing.  He reported that a Steering Group made up of representatives from Hyndburn 
Borough Council, Lancashire County Council and the Homes and Communities Agency had 
been established to manage the development of a masterplan.  The masterplan would then 
go out to consultation.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing informed the Panel that Keepmoat had submitted a 
reserved matters planning application for new homes on Lyndon Park, Great Harwood to be 
considered by the Planning Committee in June 2107.  Details of developments were also 
given in respect of the Church Bank works and West Accrington.  He informed the Panel 
that the recent Pennine Lancashire Housing Developer Breakfast had generated interest in 
a number of sites although there had been no firm proposals.  Progress would be reported 
at future meetings.     
 
Councillor Harrison requested that consideration should also be given to schools and 
medical centres when developing a masterplan.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing 
reported that the Steering Group would take this into consideration. 

Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

141 New Selective Licensing Designation 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported on the proposed designated area for 
selective licensing.  He circulated a map of the proposed area for selective licensing 
including an outline of the existing area and additional areas.  He informed the Panel that a 
report would be submitted to Cabinet on 14th June followed by consultation work with the 
people most affected and reported on two key parts to the consultation; residents and 
businesses and landlords and agents.  He indicated that 10,000 questionnaires had been 
sent out with 759 responses from residents and businesses and 175 responses from 
landlords and agents.  He reported that 66% of residents and businesses had agreed with 
the proposed licensing area but only 13% of landlords and agents and that there had been 
no specific reasons given for objection to the proposal.  He pointed out that a housing 
market study had been commissioned which would make a comparison of the area with five 
years ago but pointed out that the number of long term empty properties had reduced and 
that there was evidence of improvement in the current licensing area.  He reported that 
subject to the Cabinet decision, final approval would have to be sought from the Secretary 
of State, and it was hoped that the new scheme would commence in December 2017.   

Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

142 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
Monday 24th July 2017 
 
 
 
 


